
THOUGH VARYING WIDELY IN AGE, the group of stellar players we’ve assembled for 
this year’s roundtable discussion share some of the same concerns about music and 
performance––and especially the status of the guitar and bass in modern times. 



Robin Trower is one of the guitar gods. 
From his work with prog-rock innovators 
Procol Harum to his solo work, he stretched 
the boundaries of rock guitar and expanded 
the relationship between his guitar and his 
songwriting. Even though we may put Trower 
on that guitar hero pedestal, it’s clear that 
he’d prefer being known as a guy who not 
only played a mean guitar but wrote some 
great songs as well. His new V-12 Records 
release, The Playful Heart, showcases the 
kind of emotive guitar playing that we loved 
in his classic, Bridge of Sighs. 

One six-string baritone ukulele and one 
weird guitar/bass hybrid equals Buke and 
Gass. Arone Dyer and Aron Sanchez’s duo 
is eclectic to say the least. But don’t you 
dare hail her as the next big ukulele player! 
Their full-length debut, Riposte, has an 
acoustic punk ethos and a driving beat 
that’s literally coming from their feet. 

Contact: David Maida, dmaidapr@aol.com
Web: trowerpower.com

Contact: Pitch Perfect PR, jessica.linker@gmail.com
Web: bukeandgass.com
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Dennis Coffey has lent his funky mojo 
to producers like Quincy Jones, Norman 
Whitfield and George Clinton. He has 
played on hits by the Four Tops, Marvin 
Gaye, the Supremes and, of course, the 
psychedelicized Temptations. Coffey is 
the first white guy to appear on Soul Train, 
and every hip-hop artist in the game has 
sampled him. Now he’s back with a new 
Strut Records release, one that finds him 
refreshing some of his classics along with 
some newbies. The album is titled, Dennis 
Coffey, and that says it all. 

Contact: Nate Mars, !K7, nate@k7.com
Web: denniscoffeysite.com
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Bayside
Contact: Catie Monck, cmonck@winduprecords.com

Web: baysidebayside.com

Amanda Ruzza does the fretless bass jus-
tice, especially in the way she makes the 
notes slink into one another. Perhaps that’s 
because, as you’ll discover, this performer 
has always shadowed the beat, having in-
itially aspired to being a drummer. She 
picked up the rhythms of Santiago, Chile 
and combines that with all the technology 
the modern world has to offer.  

A killer guitarist in a kickass new-ish band 
is a great way to describe Bayside’s Jack 
O’Shea. The band’s urban suburban sound 
represents their Queens, NY namesake 
well, as the band take their show on the 
road throughout the spring and the summer 
in support of their latest, Killing Time. 
O’Shea is a great example of a new breed 
of shredder, one who cares as much about 
the song as he/she does the technique; one 
that incorporates everything that indie-rock 
has to offer in terms of song, but takes 
advantage of metal in terms of volume. 

Contact: Definition Branding & Marketing,  
phillip.weiss@definitionbam.com

Web: amandaruzza.com
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